
 
Parents  Association AGM minutes 

4th Oct 2010 
 
Present: 
 
Nicola Gunton, Louise Cornock, Lorraine Hayward-Kent, Anna Fryer, Rachel 
Pidcock, Vito Di Bella, Debbie Huntley,Wendy Powell, Tess Machling, Julianne Nightingale, Cathy 
Longhurst, Caroline Kennedy, Eileen Houghton, Ken Houghton, Andy Ruiz Palma, Michelle Morrison, 
Nicola Green, Judy Robinson, Adrian Savage, Linda Shewan, Jan Walker, Kajaluily Renugabon 

 
1. Welcome 

Louise opened the meeting and thanked the PA for their efforts over the past year, 
especially Nicola Gunton as chair. 

2. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Monisha Ahmed and Antonella 

3. Report from the outgoing Chair 
Nicola thanked the PA team and reported on the main events from last year.  These 
were – Christmas and Summer Fairs, School calendars, Quiz night, trip to Tring 
Museum and the Year Book. 
We donated £1000 towards both books and smaller playground equipment in 
addition to the usual expenditure.  Ice cream Fridays have continued to be popular 
and thanks to the team who put together the Year book again. 
 

4. Treasurer’s Report 
Last year we raised £5800 (approx the same as last year) and contributed £1000 
towards books, £1000 for smaller playground equipment, TV licence, Family away 
day to Tring museum, summer party, sports day ice lollies.  Funds came from 
Christmas and Summer fairs, calendars, camp cafe’s, cook book.  Special thanks to 
Vito for selling so many cook books! Proceeds from the Quiz night raffle went to 
Haiti.  The calendars made an unexpected profit! 

 
5. Election of Officers 

 
Position  Proposed Seconded 

Chair Debbie Huntley Cathy Longhurst Rachel Pidcock 

Secretary Wendy Powell Judy Robinson Anna Fryer 

Treasurer Anna Fryer Cathy Longhurst Nicola Gunton 

Parent Teacher 
Liaison 

Monisha Ahmed Debbie Huntley Nicola Green 

Independent 
Auditor 

To be elected once we have established if it needs to be someone 
outside of school once we have Charity status. 

 
 
 

6. Minutes of last AGM 
These were agreed and signed by Debbie.  Proposed by Tess Machling and 
seconded by Cathy Longhurst 
 

7. Matters arising 
There were no matters arising.  A copy of the 2009 minutes have been posted on 
the Camp PA Yahoo group and will be posted on the PA website 
 

8. New PA Committee 



 

 
Debbie explained that the new PA ‘Chair’ would be a team, consisting of Debbie 
Huntley, Wendy Powell, Judy Robinson, Nicola Green and Tess Machling.  If 
anyone has any particular skills or would like to offer help, it would be greatly 
appreciated! 
 

9. Meeting schedule 
Christmas Fair planning meetings: Mon 11th Oct 7.30pm and Fri Oct 15th 9.15am in 
dining room 
 

10. NCPTA Model Constitution 
After discussion, it was agreed that we would use the NCPTA (National 
Confederation of PTAs) model constitution.  This is basically a way of working and 
governing what we do, and will formalize our current working practices.  A copy is 
available for anyone who’d like to see it. The document was signed by the Chair 
and witnessed by the secretary 

11. Charitable Status of PA 
Debbie explained that as the PA income was now over £5000 we need to be 
registered as a charity.  This will give us several benefits: 

 We can claim Gift Aid on donations. 

 We can apply for Lottery Funding 

 We can receive charitable donations 

 We can get better savings rates on money 
This is why we need to adopt the constitution. We also need to know how 
‘independent’ the Charity Commission require our Auditor to be. We may need 
someone from outside school. Cathy Longhurst proposed that we could audit 
Mandeville and they could do ours. 
 

12. CRB Checks for PA Committee 
Wendy Powell and Debbie Huntley will be CRB checked, which will allow us to be in 
room alone with Children – ie Autumn Party.  Tess Machling will also be checked in 
due course.  Anna Fryer is already CRB checked for her business, which is 
adequate initially. 
 

13. Any other business 
Monisha, on behalf of the staff, emailed a list of funding requests: 

 Following the brilliant contribution to playground equipment from the PA last 
year, we now would like to put in a bid for a larger shed for storage. I am 
unsure of pricing for this, as a new shed might need to be on a raised 
concrete plinth. Linda to find out costs. 

 Charlotte, our Literacy subject leader, would like to put in a bid for £1000 
worth of books, specifically multicultural and dual language texts, as we feel 
that the current library does not fully reflect the range of languages and 
cultures of Camp. 

 Louise and Charlotte have asked for a £500 subscription to Espresso First 
News, which is a brilliant facility provided by Espresso for us to allow 
children to have access to news items in a way that is accessible and 
relevant to them 

Louise has also been sent details of the ‘Hen’s’ theatre company Christmas 
Panto, which is £400. 
The stacking cups workshop didn’t go ahead last year, and this was requested 
again for the Spring term.  Jan Walker to investigate costs. 
 
We agreed to fund the Christmas Panto and Espresso First subscription, and 
the other requests are subject to getting final costs. 
 

14. Any fundraising ideas 
Cathy Longhurst explained that Mandeville had ‘Kids on the Catwalk’, which 
although didn’t raise many funds for the school, was a great way to reach a large 



 

 
 proportion of the Mandeville demographic, so could work well at Camp as well. 

15. Close of formal AGM 
 

Part 2: Discussion of this year’s plans and possibilities 
 

16. Créche for Parent Consultations 
Nicola Green to organise a rota and Louise will put sign up sheets for crèche at the 
same time as sign up for appointments 

17. Autumn Party 
This year we have decided to hold an Autumn Party. Will be along same lines as 
popular Xmas and Summer parties for the children, and will take place on Thurs 4th 
November. Reception to Yr2 will be 4.30-6pm, with years 3-6 from 6.30-8pm. 
Jason Sammon & Vito have offered to run this, with help from other PA members. 
Jason has a PA system & lights and we will put together a suitable, pre-chosen 
soundtrack for each of the sessions.  
We discussed selling drinks and snacks, but will do a ticket, which will allow a free 
drink and snack.  There will be a room for parents, where they can bring siblings, 
and buy soft drinks.  Parents to be responsible for siblings. 

18. Christmas Fair 
Saturday Dec 4th. This year we will have a ‘Traditional’ theme. Planning meetings 
Mon 11th 7.30pm and Fri 15th Oct 9.15am in dining room.  We are hoping to have 
more crafts/ homemade gifts to buy and have the games again from Oaklands 
college and hopefully Asian snacks.  We will approach Mr Mortuza for Curry again !  
If you have any ideas, please let us know. 

19. PA Parent Year Reps 
We feel that it would help communication if we have a rep per year to attend 
meetings and spread the word about PA events. The following people have 
volunteered: 
Nursery (am) – Judy Robinson 
Reception – Tess Machling and Michelle Morrison 
Year 1 – Vito 
Year 2 – most of PA team 
Year 3 – Julianne Nightingale and Ruth Clinton (volunteered in absence!) 
Year 4 – Rachel Pidcock 
Year 5 – Lorraine (volunteered in absence!) 
Year 6 – Jan Walker and Ruth Rose (volunteered in absence!) 

20. PA Beginner’s Guide 
Tess has put together a guide to the PA for parents.  The aim is that it goes out 
once a year in Sept as a reminder of what we do and key dates.  Translation into 
other languages was discussed, but it was decided that Headlines only would be 
required on an ‘as needed’ basis. 

21. Christmas PA Night Out 
Abbey Spice was suggested, Thursday 9th Dec.  More details to follow 

22. Camp School Cafe dates 
It was suggested that we mixed year groups, to get more of a balance, with 
Reception and Year 1 paired with buddy years. The following pairs were decided: 
Nursery / Year 2, Reception / Year 5, Year 1/ Year 6 and Year 3 / Year 4.  Years 
1&6 would do the first on 11th November.  It was also suggested that we did some 
in the mornings as attendance was good for Macmillan morning coffee. 

23. PR 
We would like to have more PR for events.  We have a link to the Herts Ad (Jane 
Thompson), and she has suggested that photographers like events that have ready 
staged photos and details written up. 
 

The Meeting closed at 9pm 
 

 


